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Red Sox pull out thrilling win on Tigers error

After Papelbon stumbles, McDonald scores on errant throw

By Quinn Roberts / MLB.com

BOSTON -- For the second straight day, the Red Sox needed a ninth-inning rally, and on Sunday, they got it again.

After closer Jonathan Papelbon couldn't hold a three-run lead in the top of the ninth and blew his fifth save of the season, an error by
Tigers pitcher Robbie Weinhardt plated the winning run, giving the Red Sox a 4-3 win in front of 37,479 at Fenway Park.

Jed Lowrie began the ninth with an infield single to third and Eric Patterson walked, before a bunt single by Marco Scutaro and an
error by Weinhardt on the throw to first plated pinch-runner Darnell McDonald.

The walk-off win was Boston's second in as many days, after David Ortiz hit a three-run double to win Saturday's game. It was the
Red Sox's first walk-off victory on an error since Sept. 3, 2008, against the Orioles.

"You know what, we got a bunt down, and when you get something down good, things happen," manager Terry Francona said.
"They're in a tough spot there. The icing on the cake was that they threw it away. We made them throw strikes and took the balls and
took advantage of the mistake."

Yet, before the Sox walked off, the Tigers managed to score three runs in the top of the ninth after being blanked for eight innings by
Red Sox starter Clay Buchholz.

Buchholz came out to pitch the ninth, but he was relieved by Papelbon after giving up a shallow single into right field to Will Rhymes
and a walk to Ryan Raburn.

With runners on first and second and no out, Miguel Cabrera belted a double off the wall in center field to cut the lead to 3-2. Jhonny
Peralta then singled to center to score pinch-runner Don Kelly and tie the game at 3.

"It's exactly what | wanted to do. | went fastball up and in. | looked at the replay and it kind of bailed out in there," Papelbon said.
"[Cabrera] was probably looking in there more than | was expecting, but right now, he's a Triple Crown hitter and he's hitting pitchers'
pitches, and there's not much you can do about it."

Besides giving up the hits to Cabrera and Peralta, Papelbon said blowing the save was difficult because of how well Buchholz pitched.

"It's obviously my job, and Clay's been one of our best pitchers this year," Papelbon said. "As a closer, you want to protect those wins
for your starters and you take pride in it, and obviously | wasn't able to do that today.

"It stings a little bit because you know that's what they work for, the wins, and | work for the saves, and neither one of them happened
today."

Picking up where he left off in Anaheim, Buchholz dazzled in his first home start since coming off the disabled list, pitching eight-plus
innings, and giving up two runs on three hits.

Before allowing the two runs in the ninth, Buchholz had thrown 14 1/3 straight scoreless innings.

"The team won, that is the most important thing. It is tough to go out there and throw eight innings and have the lead. | just didn't get it
done in the ninth inning," Buchholz said. "All | needed to do was throw a strike down in the zone and get a ground ball out of it and
Miguel would have come up with no one on. That is a situation | wanted. Things didn't happen that way.

"Pap is one of the best in the game and | will give the ball to him any day. It didn't happen today, but we fortunately got the win."

Detroit's bats were silenced by Buchholz most of the day, with the Tigers getting only two runners in scoring position against the All-
Star righty.
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"We played eight innings and didn't do anything offensively," Tigers manager Jim Leyland said. "If we score two runs early, we win the
game."

Thanks to the bottom of the Red Sox's order, the team got on the board first in the second, on an RBI single to left field by Patterson
that scored Adrian Beltre from third.

In the third, Kevin Youkilis singled and Ortiz walked, and Beltre singled home Youkilis before Ryan Kalish hit a sacrifice fly to center
field, scoring Ortiz.

Beltre recorded his team-high 39th multihit game, which leads all Major League third basemen.

The Sox made Tigers starter Justin Verlander work throughout. In the first three innings, Verlander threw 75 pitches, 31 of which came
in the two-run third.

In the three-game series against the Tigers, the Sox scored eight runs in the ninth, including four Friday, three Saturday and one
Sunday.

"This team has a lot of character. We have had a lot of ups and downs this year," Buchholz said. "A lot of things have happened that
could have caused anyone on this team to give in. Everyone has done the little things right to win ballgames and keep ourselves in
contention."

Quinn Roberts is an associate reporter for MLB.com. This story was not subject to the approval of Major League Baseball or its clubs.

redsox.com
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Detroit AB R H RBI BB SO LOB AVG Boston AB R H RBI BB SO LOB AVG
Jackson, A, CF 4 0 O 0 0 1 0 .306 Scutaro, SS 5 0 2 0 0 1 2 .283
Rhymes, 2B 3 1 0 0 1 0 0 .250 Drew, J, RF 3 0 0 O 1 1 2 .267
Raburn, LF 3 1 1 0 1 2 1 213 Youkilis, 1B 4 1 1 0 0 1 2 .307
Cabrera, M, 1B 3 0o 1 2 1 1 1 .351 Ortiz, D, DH 3 1 1 0 1 2 2 .258
1-Kelly, PR-1B 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 198 Martinez, V, C 4 0 0 O 0 0 5 .288

Boesch, RF 4 0o 0 0 0 1 2 291 Beltre, 3B 4 1 2 1 0 1 1 .333
Peralta, J, 3B 4 0o 2 1 0 1 1 252 Kalish, LF 3 0 O 1 0 1 2 .286
Frazier, DH 4 0o o0 0 0 0 3 182 Lowrie, 2B 3 0 2 O 1 0 0 .296
Avila, C 2 0o o0 0 1 0 1 .207 1-McDonald, Da, PR 0o 1 0 O 0 0 0 .261
Santiago, SS 3 0o o0 0 0 0 1 274 Patterson, E, CF 3 0 1 1 1 2 2 214
Totals 30 3 4 3 4 6 10 .269 Totals 32 4 9 3 4 9 18 272
1-Ran for Cabrera, M in the 9th. 1-Ran for Lowrie in the 9th.

BATTING BATTING

2B: Peralta, J (24, Buchholz, C), Cabrera, M (36, Papelbon). TB: Scutaro 2; Youkilis; Ortiz, D; Beltre 2; Lowrie 2; Patterson, E.

TB: Raburn; Cabrera, M 2; Peralta, J 3. RBI: Patterson, E (15), Beltre (66), Kalish (2).

RBI: Cabrera, M 2 (93), Peralta, J (47). Runners left in scoring position, 2 out: Martinez, V; Drew, J; Patterson, E.

Runners left in scoring position, 2 out: Avila. SF: Kalish.

GIDP: Santiago; Frazier. Team RISP: 3-for-10.

Team RISP: 2-for-5. Team LOB: 9.

Team LOB: 4.

BASERUNNING
FIELDING SB: Scutaro (3, 2nd base off Verlander/Avila).
E: Weinhardt (1, throw).
FIELDING
E: Lowrie (2, fielding).
DP: 2 (Scutaro-Lowrie-Youkilis, Beltre-Lowrie-Youkilis).

Detroit P H R ER BB SO HR ERA  Boston P H R ER BB SO HR ERA
Verlander 70 6 3 3 3 8 0 374 Buchholz, C 80 2 2 1 4 5 0 259
Thomas, B (L, 4-1) 10 2 1 0 1 1 0 430 Papelbon (BS, 5)(W, 4-4) 10 2 1 1 0 1 0 305
Weinhardt 00 1 0 0 0 O 0 38  Totals 90 4 3 2 4 6 0 419
Totals 80 9 4 3 4 9 0 436

Thomas, B pitched to 2 batters in the 9th.
Weinhardt pitched to 1 batter in the 9th.
Buchholz, C pitched to 2 batters in the 9th.

WP: Verlander.

Pitches-strikes: Verlander 123-79, Thomas, B 25-17, Weinhardt 3-2, Buchholz, C 109-66, Papelbon 9-7.
Groundouts-flyouts: Verlander 2-11, Thomas, B 1-1, Weinhardt 0-0, Buchholz, C 11-6, Papelbon 2-0.
Batters faced: Verlander 30, Thomas, B 6, Weinhardt 1, Buchholz, C 30, Papelbon 4.

Inherited runners-scored: Weinhardt 2-1, Papelbon 2-2.

Umpires: HP: Dale Scott. 1B: Jerry Meals. 2B: Mark Wegner. 3B: Dan lassogna.

Weather: 77 degrees, partly cloudy.

Wind: 14 mph, Out to RF.

T: 2:48.

Att: 37,479.

Compiled by MLB Advanced Media
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